Stage shows:

Wicked still sells out on Broadway, as theaters in Germany, Japan and London continue to share the success of this record breaking musical. In Australia the company is taking the show on the road and traveling productions have more than 20 cities booked on 2011 North American tours. If you haven’t seen it yet, www.wickedthemusical.com offers links to all locations and the touring company. 

Also touring the States is a lavish version of the Oz story faithfully following the MGM film’s familiar script and score. With nearly 30 cities on the 2011 schedule it just might be found in your own backyard. http://wizardofozontour.com/.
February 17, 2011: Bravo Broadway: Wicked Divas concert, Val A. Browning Center, Ogden, Utah. The Ogden Symphony Ballet Association celebrates Wicked with a concert featuring two past Elphabas, Stephanie J. Block and Julia Murney. www.symphonyballet.org/concerts/pops-series/item/25-bravo-broadway-wicked-divas.html. 

Through February 27, 2011: The Wizard of Oz, The Children's Theatre of New Jersey, Netcong, New Jersey offers the Royal Shakespeare Company's version of the Oz featuring the popular MGM songs. http://growingstage.goes.com/?page_id=187#Oz. 

Da Hip-Hop Wizzard of Oz, will visit three California cities, Fontana (March 26), San Bernardino (April 23) and Beverly Hills (May 7). If you’re in the area and interested, get information and buy tickets at http://www.lqspac.org/index.html 

The Whiz: Over the Rainbow show, presented by Nicholas Leichter Dance, on tour. A different dance version of Dorothy’s story offers six performances in the next few months. More details can be found at http://www.nldnyc.org/calendar.html: 

· March 15-21, 2011: ACDFA @ University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho 

· March 26 and 27, 2011: Dance Place, Washington, DC 

· March 30, 2011: Reston Center Stage, Reston, Virginia 

· May 2-8, 2011: Intermedia Arts, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

· May 21, 2011: Broadway Center for the Performing Arts, Tacoma, Washington 

· June 4, 2011: Tony Bennett Concert Hall, Astoria, New York 

Opening March 29, 2011: The Wizard of Oz, The West End, London, England, United Kingdom. The long awaited Andrew Lloyd Webber production, featuring Danielle Hope as Dorothy and Michael Crawford as the Wizard, opens in London. http://www.wizardofozthemusical.com/. 

April 7-9, 2011: The Wizard of Oz, Orange County Performing Arts Center, Cost Mesa, California. MGM on the big screen. The Pacific Symphony performs the soundtrack live against the original studio recordings. www.ocpac.org. 

Exhibits

Through June 12, 2011: The Wizard of Oz interactive museum exhibit, Children's Museum of Memphis, Memphis, Tennessee. The Wonderful Wizard of Oz is brought to life in this interactive display for children. http://www.cmom.com/. 

Through December 31, 2011: 150 Things I Love About Kansas exhibit, Kansas Museum of History, Topeka, Kansas. The Kansas Museum of History includes The Wizard of Oz as one of the many treasures of Kansas. http://www.kshs.org/p/150-things-i-love-about-kansas/15782. 

June 18-September 5, 2011: The Wonderful Wizard of Oz Kalamazoo Valley Museum, Kalamazoo, Michigan. Follow the Yellow Brick Road through interactive exhibits that bring the story of The Wonderful Wizard of Oz to life as drawn by its original illustrator, W.W. Denslow. http://kvm.kvcc.edu/. 
Festivals
May 21, 2011: Yellow Brick Road Festival, Sedan, Kansas. One community happy to make a home for Dorothy is Sedan, in southeastern Kansas. This year’s annual festival will be held May 21.  http://www.lasr.net/travel/city.php?Sedan&Kansas&Yellow+Brick+Road+Festival&City_ID=KS0604019&Event_ID=KS0604019e002&VE=Y 

June 3-5, 2011: Oz-Stravaganza, Chittenango, New York. The longest running public Oz festival honors L. Frank Baum in his home town with talent contests, special guest appearances, Munchkins and more. oz-stravaganza.com, or the town's website at www.chittenango.org. 

June 16-18, 2011: Judy Garland Festival, Grand Rapids, Minnesota. Another festival honoring a homegrown hero, the annual Judy Garland festival attracts Garland and Oz fans alike. judygarlandmuseum.com. 

July 8-10, 2011: The Winkie Convention, Asilomar Conference Center, Pacific Grove, California. Special presentations will highlight the centennial of The Sea Fairies. Special guests will be Tommy Kovacs, writer of the comic book The Royal Historian of Oz, and Kirk Kushin, writer of the Ozopolis comic book. Highlights include the IWOC fund raising auction, the costume contest, and the annual Winkie Award. For more information, see http://hungrytigerpress.blogspot.com/p/winkie-convention.html, and keep an eye on the event's Facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/event.php?eid=135243296512937&ref=ts. 

August 5-7, 2011: The International Wizard of Oz Club: Banner Elk, North Carolina. Join us on the site of the Wizard of Oz theme park of the 1970s where we’ll follow the Yellow Brick Road. Past cast members, visitors and collectors will speak Friday evening, and a live cast will recreate much of that old Oz magic Saturday morning. Addition programming will feature the Garland collection of Charles Triplett, a look at the film project L Frank Baum’s Wonderful Wizard of Oz, an Oz fashion show, an IWOC fund raising auction and a host of other fan-driven activities. http://www.ozclub.org/Quadling_Country_Club_Events_2.html
September 16-18, 2011: Chesterton Wizard of Oz Festival, Chesterton, Indiana. Celebrating its own 30th anniversary, this event -- one of the earliest and most popular Wizard of Oz festivals -- is hard to beat for special guests, contests, and fun. Join generations of fans for the Horse of a Different Color parade and Emerald City Party in the Park. www.ozfestivalchesterton.com. 

October, 2011: Autumn at Oz Party, Beech Mountain, Banner Elk, North Carolina. Can’t make the Club’s private event here in August? Then plan to join the larger party are thousands gather for the annual weekend opening of the old park grounds. emeraldmtn.com/LandofOz/autumn.htm. 

October, 2011: Oztoberfest, Wamego, Kansas. With it’s delightful Oz Museum as a centerpiece, the Kanas town hosts an Oz festival with Munchkins, authors, and other special guests. oztoberfest.com. 

October, 2011: Downtown in Oz Festival, Black River Coliseum, Poplar Bluff, Missouri. New to the Oz festival line up, this free celebration of Oz in the southeastern corner of Missouri returns for its third year. http://www.downtowninoz.com/. 

November, 2011: Wizard of Oz Festival, Hollywood Boulevard Cinema, Woodridge, Illinois. Two area cinemas stage an annual weekend event with special Munchkin guests. www.atriptothemovies.com. 

And more...

April 16, 2011: Oz Marathon, Olathe, Kansas. A 26.2 mile marathon pairs with other family friendly events to an Oz theme in Dorothy’s home state.  But you won’t be running in the midst of the great Kansas prairie; Olathe is a suburb of Kansas City. ozmarathon.com. 

